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Figuring out what we think 
about natural resources…

Social-Psychological

Historical

Content Analysis (quantitative)

Interpretive Analysis (qualitative)
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The Study
Meeting with 
SuzAnne Miller: 
Dunrovin Research

Focus on Media

The Billings Gazette
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Theoretical Approach…

Kracauer (Larson, 1991)
An investigator should examine a text 

in its totality.

Ricouer (1971)
A coherent story about the culture from which it 

was produced 
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Hodder (1998)

Context

Recognizing similarities and differences

Comparing evidence to prior theories
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Scanned “texts” related to…

Fish and Wildlife
Agency policy
Forest/Wildfire 
mgnt
Recreation
Water issues
Mining
Petroleum
Timber

Development
Agriculture
Parks
Politics
Features of the West
Obituaries
Advertisements
Sports headlines



9Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



10Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004

Sampling Strategy…

1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001
– January 1-14
– March 1-14
– September 17-30

2,170 separate texts scanned
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1961:
Early Signs of ‘Fish and 
Wildlife’ in a ‘Fish and 

Game’ World
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1971:
“Such  Beautiful Birds”



22Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



23Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



24Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



25Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



26Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



27Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



28Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



29Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004

1981:
“The Hunts of My 
Lifetime Will Never 

End”
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1991:
Of Wolves,  Sick Bison, 

and Multiple Use



37Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



382004 Joseph Champ    Colorado State University



39Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



40Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004



41Joseph Champ    Colorado State University2004

2001:
‘Beware of Lame Duck 

Presidents Bearing Gifts”
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